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Email at gatvawatilanguagepolitics@gmail com for full paper submission and more information.

An edited volume would be published with selected papers
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National Seminar

“Identity and Politics of Stateless Languages
with special reference to Sindhi”

Organisers: Satyawati College, in collaboration with Centre for
Independence and Partition studies, University of Delhi

Sponsored by: National Council for Promotion of Sindhi Language,
Ministry of Education, Government of India

Identity and Politics of Stateless Languages with Special Reference to Sindhi
Introduction:

Language is an integral and essential aspect of human culture, identity, and
heritage. The evolution of languages has been concomitant with the evolution
of civilizations. As the civilizations declined over time, many languages lost
their existence. After the rise of the nation-state, due to social, cultural, and
political reasons, many languages spoken in a country got absorbed in the

audacity of time. In Europe, the concept of the nation-state developed on the

basis of languages.
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In fact, with the passage of time, many such language areas were formed,
which took the form of the state and became the symbol of nationalism, while
there are some such big linguistic and language areas in the world that have
cultural salience which did not get any political recognition despite the fact
those languages were dominant in a particular period of history. As a result,
several languages have experienced the unfortunate fate of being stateless.
Bereft of official recognition and support from governments, they are at
increased risk of extinction, which may lead to the loss of valuable cultural and
linguistic diversity. Sindhi, a language with rich history and heritage, is one
such example. In Europe, the concept of the nation-state developed on the
basis of language. In the course of historical developments, sometimes the
language has survived but demarcated linguistic zones ceased to exist. In
modern history, we have seen the birth of Israel after fifteen hundred years of
trials and tribulation. Apart from these, there are still many linguistic
communities in the world that aspire to be recognized as nation-states.
However, such recognition is not possible due to the fact that people speaking

the language are spread in different places in the world.

sindhi is one such language which is rich in terms of literature. Its authors,
academicians, and other linguists have made extensive contributions to various
forms of literature, both in poetry and prose. Sindhi literature is one of the
oldest literature in the world. The references to Sindhi literature are found in

the writings of Arab historians.
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In light of this pressing issue, this national seminar endeavours to create
awareness about the challenges faced by stateless languages and the urgent
need to identify, preserve, and promote their existence, particularly focusing
on the Sindhi language. In this seminar, such languages and language-speaking
areas will be discussed, which are not patronized by the state. The National
seminar would particularly like to highlight the political, cultural, and social

dimensions of stateless languages, with special reference to Sindhi.

Sub-themes:

(Including but not limited to)

« Politics of Language and Reorganization of States.

« Development of Language under State Patronage.

« Sindhi Language, Culture and Nationalism.

« Nationalistic Movements in Sindh Region.

¢ Role of Sindhi Movement in the Freedom Movement.
+ Sindhi Language and Culture in Hindi Belt.

« Comparative Study of Sindhi and Hindi Literature

* Any other related topic
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Important Information

* Venue: Seminar Hall, Satyawati College, University of Delhi, New
Delhi

e Llast Date for Abstract Submission (300-400 Words in
English/Hindi): 15" July 2023

e Please fill the Google form for Abstract submission-
Link of the Google Form :
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ql35vV2nalUOwn4CrYDZtgx k
zBCHNNMwSkxyX2y66Kg

e Full Paper Submission: 30" July 2023

e Please use Times New Roman, font 12 for English and Unicode
Mangal for Hindi.

e Seminar Date: 10-11 August 2023

e Registration Fees: 1000/- For Faculty Members & 500/- for
Research Scholars {After selection of the abstracts)

e An edited volume would be published with selected papers

e No TA/DA or accommodation facilities would be provided by the
arganisers.

e Email at satyawatilanguagepolitics@gmail.com for full paper
submission and more information.

Prof. Anju Seth Orgnising Committee
Principal (Patron) j
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